CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
formed a great part of the merchant population of the city.1 But
they were already numerous under Theodoric; in Rome, and in
Ravenna, die people having destroyed their synagogue, the king
intervened in their favour, and condemned the Catholics to repair
the damage which they had caused.2 Later there were Jews in
Palermo (598),8 Terracina (591),* and Cagliari in Sardinia (598);
and they were numerous in these cities, for they had synagogues
in all of them.
In Spain, too, there were Jews in Merida, and the bishop
received them on an equal footing with the Christians.5
The Lex Wisigothomm makes mention of the Jews.6 It confines
itself to forbidding them to undertake propaganda. We see that
their position was then the same as it had been under the Empire,
since the Law of die Visigoths states that they were living under
the Roman law.7 Later on the laws concerning persecution show
that their numbers were considerable. It was the same in Italy.8
But naturally, thanks to Gregory of Tours, we are most fully
informed in respect of Gaul. There were Jews in Clermont, Paris,
Orleans, Tours, Bourges, Bordeaux and Aries.9 Their centre was
Marseilles. It was there that they took refuge when they were
persecuted.10 We obtain some idea of their numbers when we
consider that no fewer that five hundred were converted in Cler-
mont.11 After the 6th century their position was the same. In the
middle of the yth century the Vita Sancti SulpiciP* speaks of their
presence in Bourges.
Even if they were disliked by the people,13 they were not at first
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